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Society  in  an  organic  sense  rirrors  the  anabolisi'.i- 
catabolisn  cycle  of  living  creatiires:     a  building-up  process 
follotred  by  a  transitional  period  concluded  by  a  tearing- 
doim  process.     In  li-^/ing  beings  tliis  cycle  is  continuous, 
and  whether  anabolisn  exceeds  catabolisn  or  vice  versa  is 
an  indicator  of  the  being's  general  state  of  health  and  to 
sone  extent  its  age. 

Hur.ian  societies  generallj''  have  a  cyclic  character  of 
greater  duration  than  any  one  anabolic/catabolic  subcycle. 
Fron  a  stage  of  nor,;adic  hunting,   farming  and  crude  nanufac- 
turing  are  developed.     To  facilitate  exchange  of  goods  and 
ser'^d.ces,   and  to  f-ulfill  hui.ian  needs  for  coi:panionsliip  and 
spiritual  developnent,   cormunities  are  forned.     As  r.iore 
resources  are  discovered  and  nanipulated,   coni.iunities  becone 
villages,  toirn,   cities,   and  netropolitan  agglonerations . 
As  the  society  becorics  too  rer.iote  to  relate  to  the  individual, 
the  individual  and  groups  of  like-rinded  people  resort  to 
violence  to  "put  their  point  across."     Cities  are  torn  by 
internal  and  external   (invasionary)   acts  of  force  and  violence^ 
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which  eventually  leads  to  a  general  dysfunction  of  the 
societal  structure.      (One  nust  forgive  t!ie  author  poetic 
license  in  presenting  a  sirplistic  view  of  such  a  cor.plex 
process  in  such  a  short  description.) 

Occurrence  of  violent  acts  seens  to  be  related  directly 
to  both  density  and  diversity  of  population,   although  raich 
research  rer.iains  to  be  done  in  t'lis  area.     Since  the  urban 
condition  represents  a  Iiigh  density  and  a  liigh  degree  of 
diversity  of  population  (herein  diversity  neans  the  r.ix  of 
racial  types,   etlinic  tj-pes,   and  of  those  holding  different 
political,   social,   econor.iic,   religious,   and  pliilosopliical 
viexjpoints),  it  Fould  seen  natural  to  e:q)ect  in  t!ie  urban 
area  increased  levels  of  both  individual  and  organized 
violence. 

A  brief  listing  of  the  participants  in  acts  of  organized 
violence  include  ntudent  denonstrators,   anti-v'ar  groups, 
political  revolutionaries,   racists  of  all  lands,  labor 
organizations,  various  factions  of  organized  crine,   and 
representatives  of  federal,   state  and  local  governrients. 

ViTiy  violence  occurs  is  a  iiatter  not  so  easily  enunerated. 
However,   cities  are  places  where  dissidents   (for  lack  of  a 
better  word)  can  seek  out  others  of  tlie  sar.e  beliefs,   and 
generate  action  where  before  there  was  only  talk.     For  nany, 
frustration  is  a  najor  factorj   frustration  at  personal 
inadequacies,   at  autliority  for  failure  to  preserve  the  status 
quo   (or  failure  to  change),   at  a  society  that  has  groim 
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probably  too  coriplex  snd  too  vast  for  any  one  individual 
to  comprehend  or  to  easily  r.ianipulate  to  caticfy  personal 
needs.     Then,   too,   the  proxirlty  of  disGirilar  beliefs  snd 
cviltures  found  in  urban  areas  tends  to  generate  friction 
where  before  there  was  none. 

Generally,   organized  violence  in  urban  areas  can  and 
does  occur  for  religious/pldlosophical  reasons   (believer 
versus  nonbeliever)|   econoric  reasons   (haves  versus  have- 
nots,  want-r:oi'es  versus  everyone  else)|  political  radicalisr.i 
(anti-war  riots,  Corxiunits  insurgencies.  Loyalist  counter- 
insurgencies)!   sociological  differences   (race,   etlinic,   and 
cultural  differences)!   and  deliberate  criilnal  acts   (protection 
rackets,   gangland  warfare).     All  of  these  corseting  factions 
find  in  the  city  an  "urban  jungle"  wliich  can  be  readily 
adapted  to  the  patterns  of  organized  violence. 

Unfortunately,   few  xiriters  on  the  subject  have  been 
able  to  propose  rer.idies  for  such  acts,   and  those  that  have 
been  proposed  -  such  as  Banfield's  "preventative  detention" 
(jailing  sor.ieone  "likely"  to  coi.at  a  crine)  -  appear  to  be 
legally  unacceptable.     Apparently,   as  long  as  the  hui-:an  race 
develops  societies  where  indii/iduals  have  soi.ie  neasure  of 
freedon  without  a  corresponding  sense  of  responsibility, 
then  those  societies'   cities  are  destined  upon  occasion  to 
becone  battlefields . 
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